7TH GRADE SCIENCE
Mr. Marttila
Room 26
marttilar@imschools.org
Course Description

The following is a general list of topics that we will cover throughout the year.  As a part of these units you will participate in teacher-led discussions, laboratory investigations, Vernier LabPro 2/LabQuest Mini data collection, student-led discussions, field trips, individual/group research projects and presentations, and reading for information/text critiques/current events in science.  

UNIT




TOPICS COVERED






Scientific Method


Scientific steps to solving problems

Cells




Types of cells, structure, growth, and function

Heredity



DNA, genes, chromosomes, and mutations

Ecology



Living and non-living ecosystems

Classification



Classification of living things, survival, extinction

Space




Our place in the solar system

Weather



Basic weather concepts, how our atmosphere functions

**There will also be several mini units/labs covering earth, life, and physical science principles.

Classroom Rules

1. When the teacher is talking the students are not talking!

2. Follow directions the FIRST time they are given.

3. Come to class prepared.  Being prepared means having your covered textbook, notebook/folder, pencil/pen, and your assignment.

4. Come to class on time.  Being on time means sitting in your assigned seat and ready to work when the bell begins to ring.  If this is not the case, a tardy will be issued.  If a student has three or more tardies, a Saturday School Detention will be assigned.  
5. Students will be required to take notes.  Notebooks will be checked randomly throughout the quarter.

6. No gum, candy, or other food/drink is allowed in class unless cleared by the teacher.  

7. No cell phones, IPod’s, hand held games, etc. are allowed in class unless cleared by the teacher.  

8. Obey all school rules from your student handbook!

9. If a substitute teacher leaves a student’s name when I am gone for anything negative, the student will receive a Saturday School Detention.  
Classroom Behavior

Effective learning takes place in an environment that is quiet and organized.  We all know there are appropriate times to talk.  Disruptions of any kind will not be tolerated.  Respect and common sense will be the basis for the evaluation of an action.  It is your choice.  You can follow the rules and reap the benefits or break the rules and suffer the consequences.  

Grading

Grades are based on many factors and are weighted differently.  Each marking period grade will be based on the following areas: homework – 25%, quizzes/labs – 25%, tests/projects – 50%.    

Homework – Homework/Classwork is assigned daily.  For the most part you will have time to work on the assignments in class.  Utilize your time wisely!!!  Every homework assignment may or may not be graded.  There are many different ways to grade a homework assignment.  

Quizzes/Labs – Quizzes will be given to help assess how students are doing on new material.  The quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  Labs are an essential hands-on learning experience in any science class.  
Tests/Projects – All major tests will be announced well in advance.  Individual/Group Projects should be motivating and rewarding based upon your topic choice.  
Grading Scale
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******************************************************************************

Grade Communication

This school year teachers will be using PowerSchool again.  When I put grades into the computer they will be instantly accessible on the Internet.  I can also write any grades in agendas upon request of the student, teacher and/or parent.
I have read & understand the above information about Mr. Marttila’s 7th grade Science class. 

Student Signature







Date

Parent Signature







Date

Please return the signed syllabus to class for Mr. Marttila to verify…thanks!!!
